Omental transfer for the treatment of sternal infection after cardiac surgery: report of three cases.
Sternal infection is an uncommon but serious complication following cardiac surgery. We report herein three cases of postoperative sternal osteomyelitis successfully treated by omental transfer. Two patients had undergone valve surgery and the other underwent division of an accessory pathway for Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome. Gram-positive organisms were identified in cultures of the exudate in all three patients, as Staphylococcus epidermidis in two and Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus in one, and concomitant mediastinitis was demonstrated by computed tomography in two cases. Each patient initially underwent sternal debridement and closed irrigation with 0.5% povidone-iodine solution, following which the cultured exudate from two of the patients was negative. The omentum was transferred in two of the patients because they had poor granulation tissue and in the third patient to fill a large dead space, and the postoperative course was uneventful in all three patients. Thus, we conclude that omental transfer is a useful technique for the treatment of postoperative sternal osteomyelitis.